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Adult volunteers selected for an adventure of a lifetime with The Scout Association
24th March 2010: Five scouts from across Merseyside have been selected from Scouting’s 100,000 adult volunteers to represent the UK at the 22nd World Scout Jamboree in Sweden in 2011. As well as being a fantastic opportunity for young people, the event is an amazing chance for adults to be part of The International Service Team (IST).

The IST are the volunteers who make the Jamboree happen, and their theme is “Contribute, Develop, Inspire” which is exactly what they will do for the 30,000 Scouts at the event. Patrick O’Donnell from St. Helens, one of the lucky volunteers, said he decided to apply because he has “never been to a Jamboree before and wanted to try something new - volunteering with the Scout Association can offer so much more than just a weekly cub or scout night.” He is one of 500 successful candidates chosen for the trip of a lifetime after impressing at a special event in Nottinghamshire. At the event Patrick had to complete a variety of team activities and creativity tests to demonstrate why he should gain a place at the 2011 World Scout Jamboree.

In addition to Patrick, Matt Townend, Gill Redfearn, Richard Oliveira and Keith Quayle, all from across Merseyside, have been selected.

Attending the Jamboree is an opportunity of a lifetime for Patrick and the four other Merseyside adult volunteers selected. Not only will they get to meet 30,000 people from nearly every country in the world - and share their knowledge and experiences whilst working towards greater international understanding - this Jamboree offers them the chance to learn new skills that they can use in other aspects of their life.

At the event Patrick will be close to nature, living in wild Scandinavian grassland surrounded by trees and woodlands for the two weeks the Jamboree runs. Nature is a key theme and The Jamboree programme will use the natural environment as a learning tool, demonstrating both its vulnerability and what individuals can do to better protect the world we live in.

Gill Redfearn, from Birkenhead said: “As a helper with my local Beaver colony, it’s brilliant to also have the opportunity for an international experience. I’ve never been to a Jamboree before and I’m really looking forward to it!” As an adult volunteer, Gill, 55, also said, “In scouts you can have fun at any age.” 

Chief Scout, Bear Grylls said: “Congratulations to Patrick, Gill and all the other UK volunteers who have been selected to go on this trip of a lifetime. While lots of people know that Scouting is all about adventure, they often don’t realize that adult volunteers get to do just as much as our young members through their involvement. The World Scout Jamboree is a great example of this. Over the course of the Jamboree they will be able to meet people from around the world, take part in amazing adventures and experiences and be challenged to think about global issues in a new light. I wish Patrick and Gill all the best and I know they are going to have an amazing time next year”
ENDS
For more information please contact Alex Williams (07708 516 882 or email alex.williams@merseysidescouts.com)
Notes to Editors

· The 22nd World Scout Jamboree Sweden 2011 will take place from 27 July 2011 to 7 August 2011.

· The Jamboree will be held on the fields of Rinkaby, not far from the town of Kristianstad, in the province of Skåne, in the south of Sweden.

· For more information about the World Scout Jamboree Sweden 2011 please visit http://www.worldscoutjamboree.se/ 
· For more information about the UK Team please visit http://www.ukcontingent.org.uk/
· Youngest member of the IST: Explorer Scout from Hertfordshire County, they will be 18 just 5 days before the Jamboree starts

· Oldest Member: Somerset, will be 74 a week after the Jamboree

· Average Age: 29yrs and 5 months

About Scouting

· The Scout Association was founded on 1st August 1907. 

· Adventure is at the core of Scouting, and the Association passionately believes in helping their members fulfill their full physical, intellectual social and spiritual potentials by working in teams, learning by doing and thinking for themselves. 

· Over 200 activities are offered by Scouting around the UK, made possible by the efforts of 90,000 voluntary adult leaders. This has helped make Scouting the largest co-educational youth Movement in the country.

· One of the challenges that the Scout Movement faces is finding more volunteers to plug the current gap.  At present there are more than 33,000 young people on waiting lists as more and more young people want to experience the adventure of Scouting.

· Adults working in Scouting contribute in excess of 364 million hours of voluntary work each year to their local communities. 

· The number of volunteers working for Scouting is bigger than the combined workforces of the BBC (24,000) and McDonalds (67,000) put together.

· Worldwide Scouting has 28 million members both male and female and operates in nearly every country in the world.
