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Scouts begin their long hike to Sweden
23rd May 2010: On Sunday, 40 scouts from across Merseyside completed the 15 mile Wirral Coastal Walk to raise funds for their trip of a lifetime to the World Jamboree in Sweden, 2011.

The team of scouts and explorer scouts hiked the 15 mile trail from Seacombe Ferry by the Mersey to Thurstaston Country Park by the Dee. In addition to water activity weekends and training camps, this was just one of the many activities the unit have planned, in the lead up to their departure for the Jamboree in Sweden in summer 2011.

Each scout has to raise £1900 to fund their adventure, and the Wirral Coastal Walk is a first step towards meeting that target.
Ben Morris, 13, Bebington, says, “The walk was fantastic and it was a great way to get to know everyone in the unit better. We were all talking about the Jamboree and we can’t wait to go, so this was a great way to have fun and raise money for it at the same time.”
The 40 scouts and explorer scouts have been selected from all over Merseyside to represent the county and the UK at the 22nd World Scout Jamboree. Attending the Jamboree is an opportunity of a lifetime for the scouts. As well as getting to meet 30,000 scouts from nearly every country in the world, they will be able to take part in a wide range of fun and adventurous activities. At the same time, they will be able to share their cultures and experiences whilst working towards greater international understanding.
Kathryn Kelly, 15 from St. Helens, says “the walk was hard, but it was great fun doing it with everyone else in the unit and there was a great atmosphere too. I can’t wait to get to Sweden and meet new people from all over the world”.
ENDS
For more information and pictures please contact Alex Williams (07708 516 882 or email alex.williams@merseysidescouts.com)
Notes to Editors

· The 22nd World Scout Jamboree Sweden 2011 will take place from 27 July 2011 to 7 August 2011.

· The Jamboree will be held on the fields of Rinkaby, not far from the town of Kristianstad, in the province of Skåne, in the south of Sweden.

· For more information about the World Scout Jamboree Sweden 2011 please visit http://www.worldscoutjamboree.se/ 
· For more information about the UK Team please visit http://www.ukcontingent.org.uk/
About Scouting

· The Scout Association was founded on 1st August 1907. 

· Adventure is at the core of Scouting, and the Association passionately believes in helping their members fulfill their full physical, intellectual social and spiritual potentials by working in teams, learning by doing and thinking for themselves. 

· Over 200 activities are offered by Scouting around the UK, made possible by the efforts of 90,000 voluntary adult leaders. This has helped make Scouting the largest co-educational youth Movement in the country.

· One of the challenges that the Scout Movement faces is finding more volunteers to plug the current gap.  At present there are more than 33,000 young people on waiting lists as more and more young people want to experience the adventure of Scouting.

· Worldwide Scouting has 28 million members both male and female and operates in nearly every country in the world.
