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Scouts challenged for a Great Escape
27th March 2010: Over 600 scouts from across Merseyside and the Wirral gather to complete a weekend of challenging, team-based, outdoor activities in the annual Great Escape competition.

The event sees over 75 teams of scouts aged 10 ½ to 14 testing their team work skills and attitude for adventure, whilst having fun at the same time. The scouts will face 15 separate challenges, which will vary from brain-teaser tasks, such as getting their team across a river, using just two ropes and a harness, while another task is a challenge of speed, balance and agility on an assault course.
Mike Hussey, 20, a scout leader who is running one of the challenge bases says, “It’s brilliant for the young people to try out the different activities together and to see their confidence build as a result”.
The base hailed as the best by the Scouts this year involved navigating an inflatable boat down a waterslide-come-bobsleigh run to get a fastest time! Hannah Wildman from the 5th Sefton East Scouts in Lydiate says, “I really liked the balance beam base, because you get soaked if you fall off, and it’s great going away with my friends for the weekend”. Camping under canvas at the scout-owned site on the outskirts of Parbold, the Great Escape is a chance for the scouts to meet with other young people from all over Merseyside and the Wirral and to make lasting friendships.
In its 26th year, there will be over 158 Explorer Scouts, aged 14 ½ to 18, as well as the Scout Network (18-25s) at the event, supporting the event and building the activity bases.
To discover more about the adventures on offer in Scouting or to find your nearest group, check out www.merseysidescouts.com or call 0151 707 2671.
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For more information please contact Alex Williams (07708 516 882 or alex.williams@merseysidescouts.com)
Notes to Editors

· The event is in its 26th year and is supported by over 250 scout leaders from across Merseyside.
· Scouting on Merseyside is a vibrant, exciting and fast growing movement with over 7000 members giving them the chance to get involved in outdoor adventures, exciting activities have fun and make new friends.
· http://www.merseysidescouts.com/
· National site: www.scouts.org.uk
About Scouting

· The Scout Association was founded on 1st August 1907. 

· Adventure is at the core of Scouting, and the Association passionately believes in helping their members fulfill their full physical, intellectual social and spiritual potentials by working in teams, learning by doing and thinking for themselves. 

· Over 200 activities are offered by Scouting around the UK, made possible by the efforts of 90,000 voluntary adult leaders. This has helped make Scouting the largest co-educational youth Movement in the country.

· One of the challenges that the Scout Movement faces is finding more volunteers to plug the current gap.  At present there are more than 33,000 young people on waiting lists as more and more young people want to experience the adventure of Scouting.

· Adults working in Scouting contribute in excess of 364 million hours of voluntary work each year to their local communities. 

· The number of volunteers working for Scouting is bigger than the combined workforces of the BBC (24,000) and McDonalds (67,000) put together.

· Worldwide Scouting has 28 million members both male and female and operates in nearly every country in the world.
