Scouts Celebrate an Action-packed Day of Fun for St. George

On Sunday, more than 500 scouts enjoyed over 30 activities in their annual St George’s Activity Day.

Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorers from across Aintree, Bootle, Maghull, Lydiate, Melling and Kirkby took part in a diversity of activities, ranging from ‘simulated caving’, kayaking, canoeing, rafting, archery, and rifle shooting to a 360-degree cinema, clay-sculpting, survival skills, fire-lighting, bird-of-prey handling and ferret walking, plus many more.
Scout Ellie Dodd, 11, from Maghull, says “The Activity Day was really fun last year, but I think this year is even bigger and better. My favourite activities were the caving and the huge inflatable assault course.”
Group Scout Leader from the 5th Sefton East group, Ian Anderson, says, “The St. George’s Activity Day epitomises what Scouting does best; a team of adult volunteers working together to deliver over 30 exciting activities to more than 500 young people.”

The event which was held on Lydiate Parish Hall field, Southport Road, has grown each year to become a major event for local youth. This was the first year that scouts from Kirkby and Bootle areas took part in the weekend’s event.
Last week, the Scout Association census showed record growth, with the largest spurt in membership for 38 years. 

Scouting in Merseyside has grown 4.2% since 31 January 2009 helping total UK membership reach 499,323. This impressive surge in membership - the fifth consecutive year of expansion - has helped cement Scouting’s position as the largest co-educational youth Movement in the country.
And a large part of this growth is due to record numbers of teenagers in Merseyside joining. This is the fastest-growing age group with 76 new members in the last year, up 7.7% on 2009.
Explorer Scout Leader, Lee Allwood, says “Events like today’s St George’s day celebration demonstrate how Scouting is modern and relevant to young people. Scouting in Merseyside is attracting more and more young people, especially teenagers, probably because Scouting offers more than 200 activities like zorbing, water skiing, abseiling and adventure glider flights - and it’s the sort of thing teenagers love.”
Explorer Scout quote: Beki Anderson, 17, Birkdale said: “Scouting’s awesome. I totally love being involved. I mean - you get to do so many amazing activities that you just wouldn’t get to do elsewhere. It’s great! I joined Explorers in 2007 because my friends were there and we were going on a camp to Switzerland. I’d definitely encourage others to join.”
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Notes to Editors

· Scouting on Merseyside is a vibrant, exciting and fast growing movement with over 7000 members giving them the chance to get involved in outdoor adventures, exciting activities have fun and make new friends.
· http://www.merseysidescouts.com/
· National site: www.scouts.org.uk
About Scouting

· The Scout Association was founded on 1st August 1907. 

· Adventure is at the core of Scouting, and the Association passionately believes in helping their members fulfill their full physical, intellectual social and spiritual potentials by working in teams, learning by doing and thinking for themselves. 

· Over 200 activities are offered by Scouting around the UK, made possible by the efforts of 90,000 voluntary adult leaders. This has helped make Scouting the largest co-educational youth Movement in the country.

· One of the challenges that the Scout Movement faces is finding more volunteers to plug the current gap.  At present there are more than 33,000 young people on waiting lists as more and more young people want to experience the adventure of Scouting.

· Adults working in Scouting contribute in excess of 364 million hours of voluntary work each year to their local communities. 

· The number of volunteers working for Scouting is bigger than the combined workforces of the BBC (24,000) and McDonalds (67,000) put together.

· Worldwide Scouting has 28 million members both male and female and operates in nearly every country in the world.
