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Scouts Speak Up at Liberal Democrat party autumn Conference in Liverpool
This Sunday, over 50 Scouts from Merseyside have invited Liberal Democrat MPs to discover what today’s young people really think and what their hopes are for the future.

The event will provide an opportunity for young people to meet with politicians and share their views on the big issues facing young people today, including knife crime, health, sport and wellbeing, alcohol abuse, the environment, youth participation and international peace.
Over 14 Lib Dem MPs, including guest speaker Tessa Munt MP, member of the Education Select Committee, and Bob Russell MP, Secretary of the All Party Parliamentary Scout Group, have accepted their invitations to the event at Liverpool’s Hilton Hotel, where Scouts get the chance to tell parliamentarians what really matters to them and share some of their ideas for how they would like to see changes being made to our communities.

Jasmine Catherall, 18, Scout Network member from Birkenhead says “I’m really looking forward to speaking with Tessa Munt MP, who is really passionate about tackling issues facing young people, like alcohol abuse. 
“For me, this is a real opportunity to improve my local community by making a direct impact on our country’s decision makers.” 

This is the third year that the Scout Association has run youth workshops during the three main party conferences. Liverpool is host to the first of this year’s three Scouts Speak Up events, which will also take place at the Labour and Conservative conferences later this year. MPs will also be able to gain an insight into how the Scout Association, with over 500,000 members in the UK helps to develop young people to become responsible citizens within their communities, as well as offering a wide range of challenging and adventurous activities to young people.
Explorer Scout Jimmi Richardson, 16, from Moreton in Wirral says, “I jumped at the chance to meet with the MPs and give them my thoughts on the things that affect me and my friends. I really hope that I will be able to persuade some of them to put more resources into getting young people active in sport and involved with the outdoors through things like Scouts, which is brill.”
ENDS
For more information please contact Alex Williams (07708 516 882 or alex.williams@merseysidescouts.com)
Notes to Editors
· Scouts Speak Up at party conference is an interactive forum for Scouts and politicians to discuss local and national issues that are of importance to young people. It provides a platform for young people to discuss the issues that affect their communities with the people who represent them.
· The Scout Association will this year be hosting Scouts Speak Up events at the Liberal Democrat, Labour and Conservative party conferences.  This year’s event in  Liverpool is the first such Scout Association event in Merseyside, drawing young people from surrounding areas
· Scouting on Merseyside is a vibrant, exciting and fast growing movement with over 7000 members giving them the chance to get involved in outdoor adventures, exciting activities have fun and make new friends.
· The Scouts is open to all young people aged 6 to 25, and in the past 12 months, Merseyside has seen the biggest growth for 38 years.

· http://www.merseysidescouts.com/
· National site: www.scouts.org.uk
About Scouting

· The Scout Association was founded on 1st August 1907. 

· Adventure is at the core of Scouting, and the Association passionately believes in helping their members fulfill their full physical, intellectual social and spiritual potentials by working in teams, learning by doing and thinking for themselves. 

· Over 200 activities are offered by Scouting to 400,000 young people age 6 – 25 around the UK, made possible by the efforts of 100,000 volunteer adult leaders. This has helped make Scouting the largest co-educational youth Movement in the country.

· One of the challenges that the Scout Movement faces is finding more volunteers to plug the current gap.  At present there are more than 33,000 young people on waiting lists as more and more young people want to experience the adventure of Scouting.

· Adults working in Scouting contribute in excess of 364 million hours of voluntary work each year to their local communities. 

· The number of volunteers working for Scouting is bigger than the combined workforces of the BBC (24,000) and McDonalds (67,000) put together.

· Worldwide Scouting has 28 million members both male and female and operates in nearly every country in the world.
