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PRESS RELEASE...

Date:  17/12/2010
450 Scouts have greatest adventure yet…

Over 450 motivated, adventure seeking Scouts from across Liverpool have just achieved their Chief Scout Awards, following in the footsteps of Chief Scout and adventurer, Bear Grylls.  The awards, set at varying levels of challenge and difficulty, were given to young people ranging from Beavers, aged 6-8, to Explorers Scouts, aged 14-18.
In order to receive the Chief Scout’s Award, the Explorer Scouts had to complete a variety of challenges including a two-day expedition and a variety of activities from caving and mountain biking to sub-aqua and sailing.  The accomplishment of this award takes self-discipline, leadership and achievement in activities, interests and community service.

Robert Bannister, 17, said: ”we did our expedition at Bala Lake in Snowdonia which was brilliant fun, and although it was a challenge, I can’t wait to get out there and try some more activities!”
Bear Grylls said it best: ‘Every child has a right to have an adventure.  Life is about grabbing opportunities.  The prizes don’t always go to the biggest, the best and strongest—they go to those who persevere.  These are simple life lessons that Scouting teaches people.’

Everyone in Scouting would like to say a massive well done to all 450 young people on completing these amazing adventures.

Scouting is always looking for new volunteers and if you fancy a go at some outdoor adventure, why not join the adventure at www.scouts.org.uk/join.

ENDS

For further information please contact: Alex Williams, 07708 516 882, alex.williams@merseysidescouts.com

About Scouting:

· There are 8,500 scouts in Merseyside, supported by 1600 adult volunteers.

· Young people from Maghull, Allerton, Picton, Wirral, Southport, St Helens, Bootle, Crosby and Formby were all amongst the 450 that received their Chief Scout Awards this year.

· Activities undertaken in the last year include; high ropes courses, sailing competitions, river tubing and zorbing.

· Activities planned for the next 18 months include; international trips to Sweden, wood-rafting along a Norwegian river, ice-climbing in the Scottish Highlands and environmental protection work in local woodland.

· The Scout Association was founded on 1st August 1907. 

· Adventure is at the core of Scouting, and the Association passionately believes in helping their members fulfil their full physical, intellectual social and spiritual potentials by working in teams, learning by doing and thinking for themselves. 

· Over 200 activities are offered by Scouting around the UK, made possible by the efforts of 100,000 voluntary adult leaders. This has helped make Scouting the largest co-educational youth Movement in the country.

· There are half a million members across the UK (400,000 young people supported by 100,000 adult volunteers), with over 8,000 in Merseyside.  Worldwide Scouting has 28 million members both male and female and operates in nearly every country in the world.

· There are 200 Scout activity and challenge badges.  These require participants to achieve a level of understanding and skill determined to be realistic for their age group.
