[image: image1.png]of
( Scouts



[image: image1.png]
. . .  2 of 2

September 2010

Crosby Scout Meets Pope
An Explorer Scout was given the opportunity of a lifetime to take part in the Papal Mass and was blessed by Pope Benedict XVI.
Andrew Fraser, 16, an Explorer Scout from Crosby was given the prestigious chance to be part of the Offertory during the Beatification of Cardinal Newman in Cofton Park, Birmingham. Andrew was well prepared for the role, an ex-altar server, every Sunday, he attends St. Peter and Paul's church in Crosby with his family. He was joined during the Offertory by a representative of Girl Guiding UK.
Andrew’s family have fantastic memories of the last Papal visit of Pope John Paul II to Liverpool in 1982 as his mum and dad met for the first time on the piazza of the Metropolitan Cathedral of Christ the King during the visit.

Prior to the event, Andrew commented “It's an honour to be asked to represent the Scout Association and people of Crosby at the papal mass. It's also exciting to be taking my mum and dad with me as it's a reminder for them of when they first met.”
After the event, Andrew said, “As I walked up the steps I felt full of adrenaline. I was aware that not only were millions watching on TV, but that I was representing the global Scout Movement and they were watching as well!”
Andrew added: “When I knelt in front of Pope Benedict XVI, he smiled at me and he reminded me of my granddad. He then blessed me and I felt very proud to have been blessed by the Pope.”
“At the end of Mass I noticed a scout flag and went over to say hello to some fellow scouts. It was great to see familiar faces.  It was a day that I will never forget.”
To most people, Scouting is about adventure, challenge and fun, but with 28 million members in over 220 countries, Scouting is also a multi-faith movement for peace, inclusive to all, with an aim to develop young people to become responsible citizens within their local, national and global communities.
Fr. John Seddon, Crosby Priest and also the National Scout Chaplain explained “I am delighted that Andrew will have a special role in this very special occasion. I myself will be con-celebrating the Papal Mass at Westminster Cathedral on Saturday 18th September and there are Catholic scouts and leaders involved in various ways throughout the country.”
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For further information contact: 
Alex Williams (alex.williams@merseysidescouts.com) 

Telephone: 07708 516 882
About Scouting

· Adventure is at the core of Scouting, and the Association passionately believes in helping their members fulfil their full physical, intellectual social and spiritual potentials by working in teams, learning by doing and thinking for themselves. 

· Over 200 activities are offered by Scouting around the UK, made possible by the efforts of 100,000 voluntary adult leaders. This has helped make Scouting the largest co-educational youth Movement in the country.

· One of the challenges that the Scout Movement faces is finding more volunteers to plug the current gap.  At present there are nearly 30,000 young people on waiting lists.

· Adults working in Scouting contribute in excess of 364 million hours of voluntary work each year to their local communities. 

· The number of volunteers working for Scouting is bigger than the combined workforces of the BBC (24,000) and McDonalds (67,000) put together.

· Worldwide Scouting has 28 million members both male and female and operates in nearly every country in the world.
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