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Scouts Set off to Switzerland for Summer Alpine Adventure
25th July 2010: A group of 60 scouts from Lydiate yesterday set off on the trip of a lifetime to the Swiss Alps. For 11 nights, Scouts from the 5th Sefton East Scout Group will be living under canvas at the base of the Kandersteg valley, amongst 2000 other scouts from countries as far as Australia, Kenya, and Honduras at Kandersteg International Scout Centre, in Switzerland.

Adventure, challenge and international friendship lie at the heart of the trip. During their European excursion, the Lydiate Scouts and Explorers will be taking part in a range of exciting challenges, from hiking to elevations of 3000m above sea level and mountain biking down alpine trails, to spending a night back-to-basics style in a remote Swiss mountain hut and river tubing down the Aare river.

Scout Mark Ament, 12, from Lydiate, says, “I really can’t wait to go to Switzerland – the activities look brilliant and I really want to try the grass sledging and swimming in the mountain lake – it’s fed by a glacier and it’s meant to be freezing, but I wouldn’t miss an opportunity like this – it’s going to be awesome!”
What would normally be the trip-of-a-lifetime actually marks the group’s second visit to the Swiss valley, following the worldwide Centenary of Scouting celebrations in 2007. Group Scout Leader and trip organiser, Ian Anderson from Birkdale, says, “The importance of the international aspect of Scouting is growing stronger every year, as is the whole movement, as record numbers of young people join year on year. A highlight of the trip will be living amongst scouts from across the world, sharing their cultures and breaking down international divides. Scouting is inclusive for all, and a true reflection of this is how the Scouts have raised nearly £10,000 towards the total cost of the £36,000 trip, to support and help other Scouts during these difficult economic times.”
But the jewel in the crown of their alpine adventure will be embarking on a glacier hike from Jungfraujoch – Europe’s highest railway station at 3454m above sea level – when the whole 60-strong unit of Lydiate Scouts will traverse a mountain glacier, visit the ice caves and try dog sledding, before beginning their return hike down the renowned Eiger Trail, through the shadow of the mountain’s north face.

International friendship: There are 28 million Scouts in nearly every country in the world and Kandersteg plays host to 10,000 Scouts from over 40 countries annually. This summer, the Lydiate Unit will be making the most of the international atmosphere by taking part in international sports afternoons, a pioneering competition, the Swiss Day celebrations, whilst mixing with and learning from other young people from across the world. Explorer Scout Kelly Bannister, 15, from Lydiate, says, “Kandersteg is amazing – I’m so glad we’re going back. One of the best things about the place is being able to chill out with Scouts from all over the world and do tons of activities with them.”
ENDS

For further information please contact Alex Williams (07708 516 882 or alex.williams@merseysidescouts.com)
Facts:
· The scouts will be camping at Kandersteg International Scout Centre, which lies at 1200m above sea level and 65km south of Bern.
· The train to the glacier at Jungfraujoch will pass 2866 through the core of the Eiger and Mönch mountains to Europe’s highest train station at 3454m.

· The Scout Group have fundraised nearly £10,000 to help subsidise the total cost of over £36,000.
· 5th Sefton East Scout Group offers a balanced programme of activities to over 140 young people aged 6 to 18.

About Scouting

· Adventure is at the core of Scouting, and the Association passionately believes in helping their members fulfil their full physical, intellectual social and spiritual potentials by working in teams, learning by doing and thinking for themselves. 

· Worldwide Scouting has 28 million members both male and female and operates in nearly every country in the world.

· Over 200 activities are offered by Scouting around the UK, made possible by the efforts of 100,000 voluntary adult leaders. This has helped make Scouting the largest co-educational youth Movement in the country.

· One of the challenges that the Scout Movement faces is finding more volunteers to plug the current gap.  At present there are nearly 30,000 young people on waiting lists.
Kandersteg International Scout Centre:

www.kisc.ch
UK Scout Association:

www.scouts.org.uk
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www.merseysidescouts.com
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