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22nd April 2010
HRH The Prince of Wales and Chief Scout Bear Grylls honours Scouts’ top achievers
15 young people from across Merseyside, including Anthony Fearon, Ian Fearon, Heather Gathercole, Matthew Donnelly, Helen Haworth, Richard Matthias, Paul Oliver, Kate Bottle, Rob Bottle, Rory Cubbin, Emma Donnelly, Katie Halls, Chris Jones, Chris Rutter and Andrew Tinsley have been honoured by HRH The Prince of Wales, and international adventurer Chief Scout Bear Grylls for gaining their Queen’s Scouts Awards.

This year marked a double first for both HRH The Prince of Wales, and international adventurer Chief Scout Bear Grylls.  Bear greeted The Prince of Wales to honour 350 new Queen’s Scouts at Windsor Castle on Sunday 25th April.  This was the first time that both of them have attended this prestigious occasion.  The event has come at a boom time for Scouting following last week’s announcement of the Movement’s greatest growth for 38 years with membership numbers now totalling nearly half a million.

The Queen’s Scout Award is the highest honour in Scouting and is awarded for outstanding personal achievement.  This honour is achieved by young people aged between 16 and 25 who have completed a range of challenges, which includes service to their community, completing an expedition in wild country, undertaking a five-day residential project in an unfamiliar environment and learning a new skill or developing an existing talent. 
Andrew Tinsley, aged 21, from Southport said “Gaining my Queen’s Scout Award has been awesome.  Our expedition was in the Lakes, and I’ve never been chased by so many cows but it was super fun! My ambitions for the future are to carry out an expedition abroad with the scouts next summer, to climb Mount Kilimanjaro the year after, gain my mountain leadership award and help the scouts of Southport achieve their Queen's Scout Award. If there was a job where I could work for the good of the planet, like somewhere in Africa then I’d go and do it in a flash!”
Chief Scout Bear Grylls said "All these young people have lived the adventure of a lifetime to achieve their Queen’s Scout Awards, and I admire that spirit so much.  They are huge inspirations to the other 500,000 scouts in the UK and I am so pleased that both Scouting and The Prince of Wales have honoured them today. They are amazing.”
The Windsor Castle event has been held regularly since 1934 on the Sunday nearest to St. George's Day (23rd April).  St. George is the Patron Saint of Scouting.  Since the Queen’s Scout Award was instigated, over 100,000 of these awards have been presented to young men and women for outstanding personal achievements and service to their local communities.  They have learnt new skills and taken part in many of the 200 different activities on offer by Scouting across the UK.  
END

For more information, please contact Alex Williams, 07708 516 882, alex.williams@merseysidescouts.com
Queen’s Scout Awards

Queen’s Scout Awards are achieved by completing the following requirements:

●
Provide service to the community for 12 months. Briefing and training should be given in order to gain the necessary skills. 

●
Learn a new skill for 12 months, and show progress and lasting interest. The skill can be the development of an existing interest or something entirely new.

●
Complete a four-day and three-night expedition in open or adventurous country by foot, cycle, horse, canoe, boat or dinghy.  The expedition should involve careful preparation, training, responsibility and review demonstrating leadership and teamwork skills

●
Complete a five-day and four-night residential project in an unfamiliar environment with people who are not known. This project should be environmental work, activity based, service to others or personal training

●
Complete 18 nights away, of which 12 must be camping.

●
Make a presentation, to a suitable audience, of your achievements so far in working towards the Queen's Scout Award.
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