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PRESS RELEASE...

Date:  28/02/2010
Southport Scouts Scoop Trophy in County-Wide Orienteering and Evasion Challenge
A team of six Scouts from Southport beat off competition from 270 other Scouts from across Merseyside by evading capture and completing a 950 hectare-size orienteering course in Delamere Forest last Saturday.
The Scouts from 1st Southport (Lockhart) Scout Troop who won the prize had to plan a route through Delamere Forest, locating as many check points as possible to gain points in a four-hour race. Meanwhile, the scouts were being chased by teams of Explorer Scouts, who were hiding throughout the Forest, waiting to dock points from teams they had caught.
Organised by Merseyside Scouts, this is the third year that the Equinox Challenge event has run, which saw over 30 teams take part. Navigating through the forest undetected was a fun and challenging opportunity for the young people to battle the wet weather, work as a team and enjoy the outdoors.
Bethany Showering, 13, from the winning team said, “it was a really enjoyable day and a great chance to work in a team with my friends. We got caught loads and the hardest part was running away from the catchers, but the best bit was when we found the 100-point bonus post, and of course winning!”
Scout Leader Margaret Lawler at 1st Southport Scouts says, “Scouting gives the young people a great sense of freedom that they don’t often get anymore. Saturday’s challenge helped the young people to learn to look after one another and have responsibility for themselves, wandering around the forest. I heard one of the new scouts say it was “the best day of his life ever!” To me, this is what makes being a scout volunteer worthwhile.”
This year is the 100th year for Scouting in Ainsdale. With a modern activity programme, the Scout Association now offers over 200 activities around the UK.
ENDS

PHOTOS AVAILABLE
For further information please contact: Alex Williams, 07708 516 882, alex.williams@merseysidescouts.com


About Scouting:

· The Scout Association was founded on 1st August 1907. 

· Adventure is at the core of Scouting, and the Association passionately believes in helping their members fulfil their full physical, intellectual social and spiritual potentials by working in teams, learning by doing and thinking for themselves. 

· Over 200 activities are offered by Scouting around the UK, made possible by the efforts of 100,000 voluntary adult leaders. This has helped make Scouting the largest co-educational youth Movement in the country.

· There are half a million members across the UK (400,000 young people supported by 100,000 adult volunteers), with over 8,000 in Merseyside.  Worldwide Scouting has 28 million members both male and female and operates in nearly every country in the world.

· There are 200 Scout activity and challenge badges.  These require participants to achieve a level of understanding and skill determined to be realistic for their age group.
· There are 88 young people in 1st Southport (Lockhart), supported by 15 who support the work of the Group.
· To find out more, visit www.merseysidescouts.com
