Countdown nears its end for Scouts from Merseyside heading to The World Scout Jamboree

Across the planet Scouts, from nearly every country and territory are busy preparing for their trip to the 22nd World Scout Jamboree. Amongst them are 36 Scouts from Merseyside who have spent over 18 months planning, raising funds and training to take part in the greatest adventure of their lifetime, the World Scout Jamboree which takes place this summer in Kristianstad, Sweden.

With now just a 14 days to go the excitement is building. Scout leader Alex Williams from the Merseyside Unit said “Preparing for this World Scout Jamboree has been a true journey. There has been a lot planning and hard work. We have had several training camps, activity days and fundraising events, where the young people from all over the county have joined together to become a comprehensive team. Already they have discovered new friends and have shared new experiences. The anticipation is growing and when we get to Sweden I just know it will be 100 times better. I’ve done some pretty fantastic things with Scouts since I became a leader but this tops the lot.”

Chief Scout, Bear Grylls said: “While lots of people know that Scouting is all about adventure, they often don’t realise that adult volunteers get to do just as much as our young members through their involvement. The World Scout Jamboree is a great example of this. Over the course of the Jamboree Scouts will be able to meet people from around the world, take part in amazing adventures and experiences and be challenged to think about global issues in a new light. That is why Scouting is one of the greatest youth movement on earth and why I am so proud to be part of it.”

Between the opening and closing ceremonies, participants will have the opportunity to take part in literally hundreds of activities focused on discovering new cultures, the environment, sustainable development and global development issues. Explorer Scout Katie Chapman, 15 from Crosby said “It’s a once-in-a-lifetime, three-week adventure that I can share with 40,000 other Scouts from right across the world. We’ll be able to discover things about other cultures and traditions and have loads of fun. I just can’t wait to get there.”

The World Scout Jamboree runs until 7th August. The Scouts from Merseyside are then visiting the homes of other Scouts in The Netherlands before returning to the UK. 
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For more information please contact Alex Williams, 07708 516 882, alex.williams@merseysidescouts.com
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[Explorer Scouts Katie and Andy from the Merseyside Unit wave the flag for Sweden.]
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[Scout Leader, Alex Williams, with five members of the Merseyside Unit, ready for the adventure of a lifetime.] 
ENDS

For more information please contact Alex Williams, 07708 516 882, alex.williams@merseysidescouts.com
Notes to Editors

· The 22nd World Scout Jamboree Sweden 2011 will take place from 27 July 2011 to 7 August 2011.

· The Jamboree will be held on the fields of Rinkaby, not far from the town of Kristianstad, in the province of Skåne, in the south of Sweden.

· For more information about the World Scout Jamboree Sweden 2011 please visit http://www.worldscoutjamboree.se/ 
· For more information about the UK Team please visit http://www.ukcontingent.org.uk/
About Scouting

· The Scout Association was founded on 1st August 1907. 

· Adventure is at the core of Scouting, and the Association passionately believes in helping their members fulfil their full physical, intellectual social and spiritual potentials by working in teams, learning by doing and thinking for themselves. 

· Over 200 activities are offered by Scouting around the UK, made possible by the efforts of 90,000 voluntary adult leaders. This has helped make Scouting the largest co-educational youth Movement in the country.

· One of the challenges that the Scout Movement faces is finding more volunteers to plug the current gap.  At present there are more than 33,000 young people on waiting lists as more and more young people want to experience the adventure of Scouting. There are currently 411 young people waiting to join Scouts in Merseyside.
· Adults working in Scouting contribute in excess of 364 million hours of voluntary work each year to their local communities. 

· The number of volunteers working for Scouting is bigger than the combined workforces of the BBC (24,000) and McDonalds (67,000) put together.

· Worldwide Scouting has 28 million members both male and female and operates in nearly every country in the world.
