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PRESS RELEASE...

Date:  28/03/2010
Beaver Scouts take part in first ever Fun Day for new Scout District
Last Sunday, over 150 Beaver Scouts took part in the first ever Altside Scout District Beaver Fun Day – the first time that Beavers from Maghull, Aintree, Lydiate, Bootle and Kirkby have joined forces for a fun-packed day, following the new creation of a new, merged Altside District last year.

Beavers from 12 groups from across the area enjoyed a range of activities, held at Hudson Primary School in Maghull. Activities included bubble painting, candle dipping, singing, miming, pumping water-powered rockets, making parachutes and decorating a large 3-D badge that resembles the new Scout District logo, amongst other activities.
Beaver Scout Charlotte Dean, 7, from Maghull said, “I thought the day was exciting because I never knew how to make a windmill before, so it was awesome. I liked the part where I got to make biscuits, I had a really nice time.”

The activity day also came at a special time, as across the UK, Beavers are making preparations to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the launch of Beaver Scouts, later this year.
Beaver Scout Leader, Simon Reeve, said, “The day was fantastic! To have over 150 Beavers taking part in the event in its first year is great for us as a new district. It sets things up well for our 25th Anniversary sleepover, where Beaver groups will be joining together for a massive sleepover in different venues across the area.”

Scout numbers across the local area are growing at record rates. The creation of the new District, Altside, which covers Bootle, Aintree, Maghull, Lydiate, Melling and Kirkby has meant young people can take part in better activities and events, such as the Beaver Fun Day. It was also a chance for the Beavers to make new friends with other Beavers from their District.
Ben Jones, 15, an Explorer Scout and Young Leader helping at the Lydiate Beaver group, said, “I think it’s great that the Beavers from around the different areas can get together and have fun. I’ve been a Young Leader for three months now - it goes towards my D of E and it’s great to see the young people develop as well as learn skills in how to be a leader.”

ENDS

PHOTOS AVAILABLE
For further information please contact: Alex Williams, 07708 516 882, alex.williams@merseysidescouts.com


About Scouting:

· There are nearly 1000 Scouts across Altside District, including 200 Beavers.

· To see our new video, visit: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WoZPPA9o86M
· The Scout Association was founded on 1st August 1907. 

· Adventure is at the core of Scouting, and the Association passionately believes in helping their members fulfil their full physical, intellectual social and spiritual potentials by working in teams, learning by doing and thinking for themselves. 

· Over 200 activities are offered by Scouting around the UK, made possible by the efforts of 100,000 voluntary adult leaders. This has helped make Scouting the largest co-educational youth Movement in the country.

· There are half a million members across the UK (400,000 young people supported by 100,000 adult volunteers), with over 8,000 in Merseyside.  Worldwide Scouting has 28 million members both male and female and operates in nearly every country in the world.

· There are 200 Scout activity and challenge badges.  These require participants to achieve a level of understanding and skill determined to be realistic for their age group.
· To find out more, visit www.merseysidescouts.com
